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Abstract

In Japan, over twenty sake brewery spots currently participate in ‘sake brewery tourism’ (Sakagura
Tsurizumu), utilizing the traditional townscape surrounding sake breweries as a tourism resource. Some
economic researchers have been focusing on cultural properties like traditional townscapes as a tourism
resource, since using cultural properties as a tourism resource enables local governments to preserve cultural
properties without an additional fiscal deficit. However, no existing study investigates how tourists evaluate
these preserved traditional townscapes. This study aims to investigate how tourists evaluate these preserved
traditional townscapes surrounding sake breweries on online review sites. From Jalan.net, the most popular
tourism review site among the Japanese, we scraped the online reviews of three sake tourism spots that have
preserved their traditional townscapes at different levels. They are Hizenhamashuku in Saga, Yamefukushima
in Fukuoka, and Saijo in Hiroshima. We compared and analyzed their reviews which include scores and
words. We conducted a morphological analysis, a contingency table analysis, a logistic regression analysis,
and a co-occurrence network analysis. Our results suggest that the evaluation of the preserved traditional

townscapes differs among the tourists’ attributions like gender and age and the sake tourism spots.
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